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2020 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
SOUTH PACIFIC REGIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ORGANISATION

(Covers the period March 2019-March 2020)

Secretariat

Paragraph 1 of Article 29 of the Convention on the Conservation and Management of High Seas Fishery
Resources in the South Pacific Ocean provides that “The Commission shall publish an annual report, which shall
include details of decisions taken by the Commission to achieve the objective of this Convention. The report
shall also provide information on actions taken by the Commission in response to any recommendations from
the General Assembly of the United Nations or the FAQ.”

1. Membership

In March 2020, the SPRFMO Commission had fifteen Members: Australia, Republic of Chile, People's Republic
of China, Cook Islands, Republic of Cuba, Republic of Ecuador, European Union, Kingdom of Denmark in respect
of the Faroe Islands, Republic of Korea, New Zealand, Republic of Peru, Russian Federation, Chinese Taipei,
United States of America, and the Republic of Vanuatu.

In addition, four countries held the status of Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties (CNCPs): Republic of
Colombia,
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In addition, COMMB8 adopted two new CMMs being:

e CMM 14d-2020 (Exploratory Fishing CL): which allows for exploratory fishing for toothfish by Chilean-
flagged vessels in the Convention Area;

e CMM 18-2020 (Squid): which applies to vessels engaged in fishing for jumbo flying squid in the
Convention Area.

The report also noted that:

 The Commission agreed that it requires information sufficient to identify bycatch issues related to
seabirds and other species of concern in each of the major SPRFMO fisheries in the short to medium
term and provide quantitative estimates in the medium term for all species of seabirds combined and
some of the more common bycatch species and instructed the SC to advise by no later than the
Commission’s meeting in 2022 the observer coverage or other observations needed in each major
fishery to deliver this information;

e Members agreed that the SC shall review the minimum scientific observer coverage for the jumbo
flying squid fishery including in relation to the specificities of different fleet segments up to 15 metres
in length, at the latest at its 2023 meeting, and provide advice to the Commission;
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